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An Update on our school community

December 18, 2020

Upcoming School Events
Friday, December 18
Early Dismissal after morning class time

Winter Break, December 21 - January 1

Principal Message
We are wishing Cathcart students and families and teachers and support staff a wonderful Winter
Holiday.

We are so proud of how we have all come together to �gure out how to teach and learn during Remote
Learning. Cathcart parents you have been awesome. We know that you didn't sign up to be teachers'
assistants and we know that many of you are balancing work and family and so many other things.
We also know how hard Cathcart teachers and support staff have worked to make the best of Remote
teaching. No one choose to organize schools this way but every day, we are seeing caring, positive
classrooms. Our students have gotten so good with technology and all of us have become much
better problem solvers.

And starting at 11:30 am on Friday December 18th, it is time for a good long Winter vacation. We all
deserve it. School will start again on Monday, January 4.

Reopening Snohomish Schools
There is a strong desire in our community to reopen Snohomish Schools as soon as possible in the
safest way possible. The Snohomish School Board re�ects our community and is planning on
reopening schools as soon as possible.
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We expect that our youngest students will come back to in-person school �rst. We will likely bring 2nd
graders back for a few days and then 1st graders and then kindergarteners. We will likely need to do
another community survey to determine whether families would prefer to have each of their children
return to physical school or continue with Remote Learning. It is important to understand that we will
staff our schools based on how many parents select in person physical school or Remote Learning.
This means that there may need to adjustments in class placements. We also have a desire to keep
students with the same teacher whenever possible. 

The school district continues to work closely with the Snohomish County Health Department to plan
for students returning to school. There is a possibility that this could happen in January if the School
Board determines that it can be done safely.

I am sharing this reopening information with Cathcart parents so you can get mentally prepared to
make these important decisions. I know that the Cathcart teachers and staff are also getting prepared
for bringing students back to school as soon as we can. I can't wait until I get to greet the buses and
go to recess and drop by classes to encourage students and teachers. That is really what I am hoping
for the New Year. So please stay safe and healthy over the holidays so we can all see each other at
Cathcart early in the New Year.
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